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REDEDICATION OF STODDARD-WAITE MONUMENT 
 

Make sure you reserve Saturday, May 18, 2013, for a lot of fun in Cajon Pass. 
 

Recently, while going over some information gathered on Sydney Waite, I read an account of how he 

volunteered during the Civil War for the Confederacy. The article appears in the March 1914 issue of 

The Santa Fe Magazine, which features a story on the Cajon Pass 

Monument dedicated the previous May. The story relates how 

Waite joined a cavalry unit at Cucamonga, but was captured by 

Colonel Carleton's command at the Mowry Mine near Tucson, 

Arizona. He was sent to prison at Fort Yuma, and released after 

three months of imprisonment. He next went to New Orleans, and 

then on to General Johnson's camp in Tennessee. He was wounded 

at Shiloh, and invalided to Arizona, where he kept store at the La 

Paz mines. 
 

This story probably was scrambled by the reporter and it comports 

better with historical facts if he at first went to Tennessee, was 

wounded at Shiloh (April 1862) and then returned to Arizona to 

recoup his health and was captured at the Mowry Mine (July 

1862). Although considerable biographical material has been 

collected on Waite, The Santa Fe Magazine is the only source 

relating his Civil War exploits.  
 

I asked our genealogist, Sylvia Andrews, if she might be able to 

shed some light on the matter. She came back with several 

newspaper references, most of which I did not have. Sylvia found 

that Waite joined some local militia groups prior to the war: in 

1857, while still living in Los Angeles, he was a member of a rifle 

company, and two years later, while residing in San Bernardino, he 

joined a group called the "Mountain Rangers." Nothing has been found so far in the 1860s newspapers 

regarding his war service, but our diligent researcher Sylvia Andrews found that in 1899 Waite belonged 

to an association known as "The Blue and the Gray." Now, that is a pretty good indication that he served 

during the war—but, unfortunately, it is not conclusive in itself. 
 

Our thanks go to Sylvia for all the time she expended, and for providing important historical data. Her 

results will be put in a large binder of information on Waite, and presented to family representatives on 

the day of the rededication (we have one for the Stoddard family as well). 
 

Sydney P. Waite 

http://www.sbhistoricalsociety.com/


 17 

RESEARCH BY SYLVIA ANDREWS 
 

Sylvia has been working on the profiles of many people, and I asked her if she wouldn't mind writing up 

an example of what she has been doing so that it could be included in our newsletter. It so happened she 

had been working on William Henry Cline (he went by his middle name “Henry”), a man whom we 

wrote about in the January 2010 issue of Library News. Sylvia went into some deep research and found 

out a great deal more about Cline, and she wrote the following account. Her work is impressive, as you 

will see by the results of her research on Henry the “Hangman.” 

 

WILLIAM HENRY CLINE 

The Hangman Hype 
By Sylvia Andrews 

 

William Henry Cline was quite the interesting person to research. He was known as the “Hangman.” 

Mary Lewis has it on a side note on a record that she had interviewed Henry’s granddaughter, Susie 

Bessant Chaffee. Susie stated that Henry never hung anyone but only built scaffolds. I agree he hanged a 

lot less than he claimed to have hanged. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

His place of birth, at least where he claimed to have been born, was also an interesting thing to look at. 

His records prior to his father’s death state plainly that he was born in New York. It wasn’t until after his 

father’s death that this researcher finds him referring to his birth place as Murderer’s Falls. He stated he 

was born in “Murderer’s Falls, Allegany, New York” but after researching this man and realizing what a 

“misrememberer” he was, well, I opted to contact Allegany County, NY and after speaking with a few 

county employees and a couple of librarians in the county, well I have learned from each of these people 

that there was no place called “Murderer’s Falls.” When I run the city name through Fold3 or 

Ancestry.com, not one other record comes up with that name as a city. 
 

The following news article from the May 23, 1897, issue of the San Francisco Examiner was obviously 

written after interviewing Henry himself. Henry gave a list of people he had hanged. I’d like to set 

history straight because Henry obviously “misremembered” his past, and history no matter how 

insignificant should be accurately recorded. 

William Henry Cline 
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…..1851 Hanging of Josefa, the Mexican Beauty 
 

I realized this when I saw that he took “credit” for hanging the Mexican Beauty in “June” 1851. She 

hanged on July 5, 1851. I know Josefa’s stories well. She was one of my first research projects on my 

road to genealogy. I found Henry’s claim quite upsetting because the Examiner article, which was 

obviously quoting Henry, states that the Mexican Beauty was tried, convicted, and hanged in the 

gallows. Josefa, or sometimes referred to as Juanita, was barely twenty years old and with child when 

she was hanged for killing Frederick Alexander Agustus “Jock” Cannon. She was hanged from the 

bridge in Downieville, not gallows, over the Yuba river. 

 

   
Marysville Daily Herald  ─ 12 July 1851 

 

Henry stated in the article that she drove her stiletto into a man’s heart while lavishing his affections and 

also that she had a string of lovers. She lived with one man, Jose. It further states that this gal was 

arrested, tried and convicted and that the gallows were built under his instruction. Jock Cannon, in a 

drunken stupor, was banging on doors the night of July 4, 1851. He knocked Juanita’s door down, 

though later his friends said they only knocked on the door and it fell by itself. It is also argued that Jock 

entered her home and “made a disturbance.” Some say they heard his friends state that Jock had had sex 

with her, but nevertheless, the following morning a sober Jock returned to Juanita’s home to apologize 

(per his friends testimony).  
 

Was she angry for having her door knocked down or afraid because Jock had entered and raped her 

during the night? I do not know, but I do know she stabbed Jock in the heart with a knife. An angry mob 

took her and held a “trial” outside of the legal system. A Dr. Aiken testified that she was pregnant but 

the angry mob ran him out of town. They convicted her and sentenced her to hang. This all occurred 

within hours of Jock’s death. No circuit judge was called. No hangman was called. She had one or two 

hours to prepare herself to be hanged. She was taken to the bridge where she placed the noose around 

her own neck and threw her hat to a friend, therefore her hands were not tied by Cline as he said. Her 

final words were reported to be, “ I would do the same thing again if I was treated as I have been.”  
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National Parks Services had this to say 

about the hanging, “The fact that Juanita 

was Mexican and not Anglo denied her 

the moral, emotional, and physical pro-

tection guaranteed Anglo women in the 

rough mining communities of the day. In 

the eyes of most of Downieville's in-

habitants, Juanita, the Mexican, was an 

inferior being who was tolerated only so 

long as she did not threaten the Anglo 

community. But stabbing Cannon was a 

direct challenge to the dominant group, a 

challenge the community met quickly 

and unrelentingly by hanging Juanita.” 

She was treated unjustly and to see that 

Henry Cline took pride in lying about 

hanging this woman, well, if we as 

historians do not put the facts straight, 

then this poor woman is victimized 

again and again each time we forward his untruthfulness about her ‘crime’ and hanging. 

 

…..1850 Hanging of Richard Colts in Placer County 

 

Henry states that in 1850 he built a gallows in Placerville. Placerville used an Oak tree for their hangings 

during this time. The site of the tree is Historical site number 141. Sadly it is now inside a building that 

is condemned. In 1850 and like Josefa in 1851, these would not have been years where someone would 

have been summoned to build gallows. The first man hanged under the color of law in California was 

Jose Forni. He was hanged in 1852. Henry would not have been” summoned” to build a gallows in 1850 

for Richard Colts or in 1851 for Josefa. Josefa might have been the first woman hanged in California, 

but not under the color of the law. The first woman to be legally hanged in California on the gallows 

was Nellie May Madison in 1935. Because Richard Colts’, whom I have found no information upon 

researching, and Josefa’s hangings were before the 1852 hanging laws, no one would have been 

summoned to build gallows prior to that year. 

 

…..1854 Hanging of Pedro Alvetros 

 

Henry claimed that Pedro Alvetros murdered George Ellington near Puente and he was the hangman for 

that execution. James, not George, Ellington was murdered and Felipe, not Pedro, but a Felipe Alvitre 

was hanged for the murder in 1855, not 1854. Misrememberer. 

 

…..1857 Five members of the Flores Gang 

 

Henry claims to have joined the posse led by the former governor, Pio Pico. Had Henry really been part 

of the group of men that went after Sheriff Barton’s killers, he would have known that former governor 

Pio Pico was not part of the posse. Andres Pico was however. Andres Pico hung 2 of the men, Francisco 

Ardillero and Silvas. He captured them and was “taking them in” but when he learned that others who 

had been captured had escaped, well he opted to hang them himself and not risk the chance of them 

escaping as well. Henry claims to have been out there 21 days but it only took 11 to catch Juan Flores. 

So If Henry was riding for 21 days, he would have missed Flores’ hanging all together. And Miguel 

Blanco was hanged right after Juan Flores, yet there is no mention of him hanging him as well. Daniel 

Pancho was lynched in 1857 while waiting for his trial. In 1859 it’s believed Andres Fontes was killed 

Daily Alta California ─ 14 July 1851 
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in Baja. Jesus Espinoza was lynched in San Buenaventura. Lopez was lynched. Luciano Tapia was 

hanged two days after Juan Flores. Thomas King hanged with Tapia. The people of San Gabriel 

executed four. Now, there were eleven innocent people that were hanged and if five of these eleven were 

hanged in the manner that Henry describes in the news article, well then he was admitting to down right 

murder and by the laws of that day, someone should have summoned gallows and a hangman for him.  

 

…..1884 Hanging of Billy McDowell 

 

There is a picture of Sheriff Burkhart “officiating” William McDowell’s hanging in an old book. I 

wasn’t quite sure if “officiating” meant he was the hangman. I had to look up execution by hanging 

protocols for that day and age. It stated that the sheriff of the county that the defendant was sentenced in 

was usually called in to officiate as the hangman and because they were not experienced it usually led to 

botched hangings. Ingersoll's Century Annals of San Bernardino County says: “March 28, 1884, 

William B. McDowell was hung by Sheriff Burkhart in San Bernardino for one of the most atrocious 

murders on record.” 

 

Below is an article from the day describing the Sheriff hanging McDowell. Nowhere is Henry 

mentioned. Now, the 2010 newsletter mentions a picture in David DeSoucy’s book of the hanging. This 

may be the picture I saw, but under the picture that I saw, it clearly stated Sheriff Burkhart. 
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                                                  __________________________________________________________________________ 

Daily Alta California, Vol. 36, No. 12400 ─ 29 March 1884 

 

…..1888 Fritz Anshlag was sentenced to death 
 

Anshlag committed suicide and therefore there was no hanging. Henry did take his gallows to the prison 

and was stretching rope the day before the hanging, but as he was doing that, Anshlag was beating him 

to the punch. The Anshlag articles let us know that Henry’s gallows were portable, that he transported 
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the lumber to an execution site, where he built the gallows and then dismantled them to take to the next 

hanging. 

 

 
Los Angeles Daily Herald ─ 15 November 1888 

 

 

 
A photo of Henry Cline’s gallows 
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…..1885 Cline did hang Silvas and Martinez 
 

I found nothing on the Sacramento Indian. I couldn’t find a hangman for Baynton, could have been 

Henry, but he did hang Silvas and Martinez. Martinez’s legs twitched and drew up as they were not 

supposed to. The body was supposed to fall lifeless the second it suspended. Any twitching was 

considered a botched job or evidence of an inexperienced hanging for that day and age. Evidence of 

inexperienced hangmen was decapitation or twitching/struggling of any kind. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 
 

I don’t understand why Henry wanted to be responsible for the tragedy of death. But as I have shown, he 

did not hang all that he claimed to have hanged. What I can tell you, is that according to the news 

clipping shown below, he wasn’t the anti-social he claimed to have been. He had someone come stay 

with him, he returned from visiting friends, and in 3 pictures I find him with the Yorba Slaughters. 
 

He seemed to have an interest in death, as in 1855 he was arrested for threatening someone’s life and he 

does it to the same man in 1895. In 1874 he attempted to shoot a man and shot Dr Powell instead. In 

1888 he drew a gun on a cop! What was he thinking? Just before his death he was in trouble for shooting 

a man through the left lung. He got off only because the other party didn’t show up for the trial. Even 

two years after his death in 1901 an article mentions that the man he shot in 1900 was very sick because 

Henry had shot him with a shot gun, oh my God! A shot gun! I could pull so many more stories about 

him, but I think I’ve made my point. He has almost been glorified through newspapers in our day and 

Silvas and Martinez Hanging, Daily Alta California ─ 21 March 1885 
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age through researchers who just took his story and word as gospel. Glorified as some wonderful 

“hangman.” He was often drunk and he often made trouble. 
 

   
                          Corona Courier ─ 8 January 1898 

 

     
            Cline draws gun on deputy sheriff                        Cline shoots man in lung  

        South Riverside Bee ─ 4 October 1888                             Los Angeles Herald ─ 5 January 1901 

 

Having a fascination with this man’s history makes about as much sense to me as having a fascination 

with Lizzie Borden and Al Swearengen (embarrassingly I have to admit my husband brought both of 

them onto my family tree), or with Jesse James or Billy the Kid. But there is research out there where 

people want to know about Henry Cline, so if we must, then please, let’s at least give them the facts. 
                                  …..End of William Henry Cline Story 

 
As you can see, Sylvia Andrews is very thorough in her research, and we didn’t even use all of the newspaper 

documentation she sent—there was just too much. Sylvia has been handling genealogy inquiries for a number of months 

now. We get many questions as a result of having put an index to the Mary Lewis family sheet genealogies on our website. 

Sylvia forwards requests for these for free. She is also available, for a very reasonable fee, to those who wish to have a 

detailed, professional review. You can reach her at researchbysylvia@yahoo.com 

 

As can be seen in this news 
clipping, Henry wasn’t the 
anti-social he claimed to have 
been. He had someone come 
stay with him, he returned 
from visiting friends. 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:researchbysylvia@yahoo.com
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LIBRARY NEWS INDEX ON OUR WEBSITE 

  
Sue Payne has updated the index for Library News through the end of 2012. Sue is known for this skill, 

having indexed No Place To Call Home: The 1807-1857 Life Writings of Caroline Barnes Crosby, 

Chronicler of Outlying Mormon Communities, a book she did in collaboration with Leo Lyman. The 

index is very thorough, which makes it quite useful when looking for small details. She has also indexed 

the entire runs of our Society's Odyssey and Heritage Tales serial publications. Thank you so much, Sue. 

  
ENTIRE RUN OF THE ODYSSEY TO BE ONLINE 

 
My wife Kathy has volunteered to put scanned images onto Word documents, for placing on the 

website. Our webmaster Joe Fondy, for whose expertise we are very grateful, has discovered a new way 

of coding these so they can more easily be downloaded. 

 

This is a significant improvement over the first nine volumes which could only be retrieved page by 

page. Now an entire issue can be read with each download, although the download time is fairly long, 

approaching two minutes. We currently have volumes 10 through 15 completed. The plan is to finish 

volumes 16-27, and then return to redo volumes 1 through 9 in the new format. 

 
UPDATED VERSION OF SCAN SNAP 

 
Our old scanner has sat idle for quite a while, and when it came to scan the hundreds of pages involved 

with the Odyssey project (see above paragraph), it creaked and groaned a bit. The main problem was that 

the machinery would not just grab a page at a time, but would take three or four. President Steve Shaw 

brought in an updated version and we are testing it out. Joe Fondy is going to see if he can get the old 

one working again. 

 
HISTORIC BUILDING RESEARCH 

 
Sandra Olivas is now the Director of Historical Building Research for the Society. She is also a member 

of the City of San Bernardino's Historic Preservation Commission. There are several other Society 

members on that Commission: Nick Cataldo, Johnnie Ralph, Suzie Earp, Richard McInnis and James 

Smith.  

 
Sandra moved to a house located only a block from our Heritage House Library at 8th and D Streets last 

fall, and came to see if she could find historical information about her house. The first time she came she 

told me that the house was built in 1887, and I asked her where that information came from. She 

stumbled a bit and said "it was in her papers." I explained that someone writing it on paper didn’t make 

it proof. She took that as a challenge and since then has discovered a great deal of information on the 

house. 

 
Sandra was able to prove that the house was built in 1888 by a Dr. Bedford, a recent arrival from the 

eastern U.S. He had bought the land from Friend Richardson, who at 22 or 23 was barely old enough to 

buy and sell property (see pictures of Richardson on next page). 

 
Much information has been found regarding the house’s inhabitants, including a fairly racy scandal 

involving an affaire de coeur. Sandra also has been researching her entire block, with the view that it 

will be named by the City Commission as an historic neighborhood. 
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                              Friend Richardson in 1891                                Oil Painting of Governor Richardson in the 1920s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saving The Past For The Future Since 1888 


